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MILLS HOUSE (Oaklands, Malvern)  HABS No. VA-1086 \{)CI -

Location: Mills House lies (0.2 miles west of state route
708, just 0,3 miles north of the intersection-
of state routes 708 and 637, which is approxi-
mately six miles west of Charlottesville in
Albemarle Countv, Virginia.

UsGS 7.5 Series, Crozet Quadrangle
UTM 17.707040,4211480

Present Owner Frederick Palmer and Gertrude Weber
and Occupant: Malvern Farm, Rt., 3 Box 162
Charlottesville, Virginia

Significance: Presently called Malvern, the Mills House is an
unusual example of the late eighteenth century
Piedmont Virginia plantation house. Construction
technicues and detailing suggest that though the
house was begun in the 1790's, it was not com-
pleted until the 1820's, thus accounting for its
transitional character. Its relatively small
size and simple hall-parlor plan are contrasted
by the excuisite Greek Revival detailing in the
woedwork, particularly in the open staircase and
in the fireplace mantels. The entrance location
is curious in that it is on the western facade,
when twvpically in the Federal Period, it would
have been on the symmetrical south facade.

The house was inha-ited until the early twentieth
century, and at one time (1902-1910) by Benjamin
Wheeler, the mavor of Charlottesville, Yet for
the greater part of this century the house was
unaccupied and was left to decay. An extensive
and careful restoration was undertaken in 1870

by the present owners who resteored Malvern to

its original character.
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PART I . HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A, Physical History

i.

Date of erection: Because of the scarcity of
records pertaining to Mills House, it it im-
possible to ascertain the exact date of its
construction. According to Edgar VWoods,
(Albemarle County in Virginja, 1901, p. 236),
construction may have becun as early as 1791

and continued until 1800, yet the physical evi-
dence; i.e., symmetrical door and window mouldings
and five course American bond brickwork, suggests
that construction continued on inte the 1820's,

Original and subsecuent owners: The land upon
which Mills House is built was part of a seven-
teen hundred acre tract of land originally owned
by Matthew Mills, who acquired it by Land Grant
in 1737. Upon his death Matthew Mills willed the
land in three 567 acre sections to his three sons;
Matthew, Charles, and Menan. Matthew and Charles
both sold their portions, while Menan lived on his
portion until at least 1800, thoucgh he owned it
until 1811 (DB 17/494). The chain of title re-
cording the ownership of '"that tract or parcel

of land lying in the county of Albemarle on the
Woods Road and Broadacse Branch of Mechum's

River" (DB 13/320) follows:

12800 Deed of Mortgsage, December 4, 1799, recorded
in DB 13/320 on June 2, 1800, :
Menan Mills and wife, Frances
To
Chiles Terrell and Thomas Lewis, executors

1311 Deed by Foreclosure, November 5, 1811, re-
corded in DB 17/4%4 on December 2, 1811.
Menan Mills and wife, Frances '
To
Chiles Terrell

1812 Deed, May 4, 1811, recorded in DB 18/65 on
June 1, 1812,
Chiles Terrell
To
Daniel White
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1838 Deed of Sale by Indenture, February 13, 1838,
recorded in DB 36/459 on November 5, 1838,
Mary A, Martin, Thomas and Margaret Jackson,
John and Elizabeth Jones, and Joseph and
Rhoda Grayvson
To
Henry White and heirs

1888 Deed, October 31, 1888, recorded in DB 91/99
on December 17, 1888,
Samuel Garrett White
To
Thomas C. Jones

1a8s Deed, October 31, 1888, recorded in DB 91/101
on December 17, 1888,
Thomas C. Jones
To -
Charles S. White (W.R. Duke as trustee)

1291 Deed, January 2, 1891, recorded in DB 94/441
on January 22, 1891,
Charles S. White and wife, Pauline
To
Gerald McCarthy

1893 Deed, January 18, 1893, recorded in DB 98/384
on January 28, 1893,
Gerald McCarthy
To
Marshall S. and Edythe Shapleigh

1902 Deed, January 28, 1902, recorded in DE 125/278
on February 2, 1902,
Marshall $. and Edythe Shapleigh
To
Benjamin E. Wheeler

1810 Deed, September 12, 1910, recorded in
DE 143/360 on Seprtember 19, 1910.
Benjamin E., Wheeler
To
W.W. and Edith Manly

1911 Deed, April 10, 1911, recorded in DB 145/385
on April 25, 1911.
W.W. and Edith Manly
To
Urbin and Georgiana Wilford (Kiah Feord and
Charles Sackett, trustees)
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Deed, December 9, 1912, recorded in DB 151/132

on December 11, 1912,

Urbin and Georgiana Wilford
To

W.,¥W, and Edith Manly

Deed, February 10, 1913, recorded in
DB 152/196 on April 23, 1913,

W, W, and Edith Manly

To

Edward and Carrie L., Lucas

Deed, March 7, 1916, recorded in DB 162/207
on Marech 30, 1916.

Edward and Carrie L. Lucas

To

William H. and Agnes Garrett

Deed, April 25, 1917, recorded in DB 185/127,
199 on May 28, 1917,

William H. and Agnes Garrett

To

Adelaide M, Blick

Deed, October 5, 1936, recorded in
DE 233/301 on October 17, 1935.
Adelaide M, Blick

To

W,E, and Grace Lindsay

Deed, March 19, 1937, recorded in DB 235/88
on March 192, 1937.

W.E. and Grace Lindsay

To

W.R.C, and Alice D. Cocke

Decd, September 18, 1943, recorded in
DB 258/92 on September 27, 1943.
Alice D. Cocke

To :
Henry Holden (first mention of the name
""Malvern', Ythat certain tract or parcel

of land with the improvements thereon,
known as Malvern.'

Leed, September 25, 1946, recorded in
DR 270/261 on September 25, 1946,
Henry Holden '

To

Francis P. Parker
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1950 Deed, January 5, 1950, rocorded in

DR 287/125 on January 6, 1950,

Winifred Parker, widow of Francis Parker

To

Carter and Cary N. Weisiger, Jr,

1965 Deed, September 14, 1985, recorded in
DB 411/173 on September 20, 1965,
Cary N, Veisiger, Jr.
To
Walker and Juliette Cowen

1968 Deed, July 30, 1968, recorded in DB 447/288
on August 16, 1968,
Walker and Juliette Cowen
To
F. Palmer and Gertrude Weber

Original plans and construction: To date there is
no evidence of original drawings or plans. Upon
analysis it is obvious that certain gecometrical
rules were followed in the conception of the house,
{Illustrated on p. 4 of the measured drawings.)
Both the plan and the western facade are organized
according to the Golden Section. The hall-parlor
plan, which Henry Glassie (Folk Housing in Middle
Virginia, 1875, p. 75) traces back to English ori-

eins, includes a roughly square parlor and a rect-

angular entrance hall. Glassie notes that while

in New England the fireplace would be placed cen-
trally between the hall and parlor, in the south,
due to the climate, it was more common to have an
end chimney, as one sees in Mills House. The
western facade reflects the plan and Golden Section
in the asymmetrical window placement. The square

is also a dominant figure in the architectural form
of Mills House. The western facade, including the
cellar and the roof, forms a sguare and the southern
facade, excluding the cellar and gable, forms a
gquare, The placement of the house in its setting
was obviously thought out carefully: it is oriented
with the cardinal points of the compass and sits on
a hieh knoll of land so that the site descends on
all sides, and therefore drainage is no problem and
the view is unobstructed.

Alterations and additions: Though additions were
made to and taken from the main house, there have
been no major alterations to its original structure,
The most curious aspect of the house, the western
entrance, suggests an early alteration, which was
made perhaps during the construction of the house.
Typically, in a house of the Federal style, the
entrance would be through the central bay of the
symmetrical (in this case, south) facade. There
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is evidence to support the notion that the entrance
of Mills House mav once have been on the symmetrical
(south) facade. On the exterior the jack arch of
the central window is made up of brick segments rat-
her than whole bricks as in the two side jack arches,
and the central window opening is two inches wider
than the side window openings, or any other window
onenings in the house. On the interior one can see
where the paneling has been pieced together both
below and beside the window opening., Additionally,
Gertrude Weber notes that the present western en-
trance is impractical because of the strong winds
which come from the western mountains,

At some point, either late in the nineteenth century
or early in the twentieth centuryv, the southern-
most second floor windows of the eastern facade

were bricked in and a sleeping porch was added to
that same level. In the 19%30's ambitious plans were
made for major additions to Mills House which would
have more than tripled its size, vet these plans
were never carried out. {The blueprints of these
plans are in the possession of the Wehers.) Ac-
cording to Gertrude Weber the actual use of Mills
House for the ¢reater part of the twentieth century
has been to store hay and to provide a dance floor
for local scuare dances.

In 1969 and 1970 the Webers carefully restored
Mills House with the intention of retaining the
integrity and authenticity of the original struc-

ture, (One can compare photosraphs taken by the
Webers before the restoration with recent photo-
araphs.) An addition measuring 20' bv 38" was

added toc the eastern side to provide a Kitchen and
porch area, as well as a guest room below in the
cellar, and an entrance porch was added to the
western facade, Alterations that were made were
done for the purpose of modernizing the house (elec-
tricity and plumbing). In the cellar the dirt

floor was covered with soapstone and a door was

put in connecting the old cellar to the addition.

On the second fleoor they moved the wall which had
been along the staircase five feet eastward to pro-
vide a bathroom off of the main bedroom. The attic,
vhich had been an oren unfinished area, and was
virtually destroved when the roof was torn off in a
1954 tornado, was finished to allow space for a’
bathroon, closets, and a library-guest room. Changes
that were made throughout the house included a slight
lowering of all ceilings (for heating ducts), new
woodwork with careful attention to match the exist-
ing woodwork, and new fireplace mantels made to -
match the originals (now in Dr. Edward's house in. -
Cordonsville). ' o
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Historical Context

Just as it was difficult to determine the dates of con-
struction of Mills House, it is difficult to understand
its positioen historically. Menan Mills, who owned the
land upon which Mills louse was built, was a middle class
farmer. According to tax records of 1782 he had ten
slaves, twentv-one cattle, and seven horses, mares, and
colts, which was an average to above average amount in
comparison with other landholders. In 1791 Menan Mills
married Frances Jouett, sister of the local Reveolutionary
War hero, Jack Jouett, and in all likelihood the house
was built leading up to this occasion. Edgar Woods
records that Menan was a Captain of the Second Company

of the Second Battalion of the Forty-seventh Regiment,
which was the military organization formed between 1794
and 1802 (Woods, p. 373). Evidently Mills' good fortune
did not hold out, and again according to Woods, he left
for Kentucky in 1811, leaving his wife and children in
Albemarle County,

Due to the extent of Greek Revival detail in the mouldings
and mantels and the five-course American bond on the north
and east facades, one can safely assume that Daniel White,
who owned Mills House from 1812 to 1838, probably had a
lot to do with its detailing and completion.

Reading through the list of owners, one comes to the con-
clusion that Mills House was alwavs somewhat of a dream
house, waiting for final completion. Other examples of
this house-type in Virginia, (Fortsville in Southhampton
County, c. 1800), exhibit the main structure of Mills
House with additions which balance its strong verticality.
This suggests that Mills House too was once planned as

a much larger structure. One can also not disregard the
strong local influence of Thomas Jefferson and the Roman
Revival he was bringing about with Monticello and the
University of Virginia in nearby Charlottesville. The
result of the austere two-and-a-half story structure is

a provincial interpretation of contemmorary styles, The
structural and decorative aspects of both Federal and
Greek Revival periods exist in one rather elegant com-
prosite, being neither of one style nor the other, but

of both at the same time.

During the years that followed, Mills House gradually

fell into a state of disrepair, due to the lack of con-
sistent ownership. The restoration by the Webers has
restored more than the physical fabric, but also the

spirit of the house. The dream of the early builders

has been brought most nearly to completion with their

work, The modernization of Mills House has not destroved
its significance as an example of late eighteenth and early
nineteenth century American domestic architecture,
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The name of Mills House presents a problem. 1t is now
known as Malvern (and has been for at least the greater
part of this centuryv (DB 258/92)), yet the Virginia
Historic Landmarks Commision maintaings that its his-
torical name is Oaklands. I have found no reference to
this name in searching through Deed Books, Tax records,
and historical accounts.
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PART TII. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION
. A, General Statement
1. Architectural character: The two-and-one-half

story structure presents an interesting and
somewhat unicue example of Federal period plan-
tation architecture of Piedmont, Virginia. Its
provincial character is maintained by the mix-
ture of simple, austere facades and delicate
detailing. The hall-parlor plan supports the
simplicity of its design, while the elaborate
open-well staircase brings an exguisite sense
of detail.

2. Condition of fabric: The house is in excellent
condition. The entire structure is original,
vet much of the detailing has been replaced
with repnlicas of the original work.

B. Description of Exterior

1. Over-all dimensions: The two-and-one-half
stroy brick structure is 22'-9" X 35'-1" and
is approximatedy 35" high to the ridge of the
roof, It rests on a slightly raised cellar and
is capped with a gable roof. The entrance
(western) facade has three asymmetrical bays,
. while the southern facade has three symmetrical
bavs. The western and southern facades are
done in Flemish bond, while the eastern and
noerthern facades are of four and five c¢ourse
American boncd, There is evidence that the
mortar Jjoints were penciled. The 38' X 20!
addition was made in 1970 and extends to the
east of the main structure.

2. Foundations: The brick cellar walls of the
house are eighteen inches thick. Above grade
the cellar walls continue until the tenth brick
course, which is a flush row of headers marking
the water table and are even with the top of
the cellar window and door openings.

3. Walls:

a. West elevation: The west elevation with
three asymmetrical bays and the entrance
throurh the southern bay, was built in
Flemish bond. The windows are lined up
perpendicularly, onhe above the other, ex-
cept for the cellar windows which are neit-

g R _her symmetrical to the facade nor perpen-

. B dicular to the other windows. This per-

cree T : ' pendicular alimmment of windows was common

because it was expressly reccommended by
Asher Benjamin, "Openings of windows or
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doors in different stiories ousht to be
exactly perrendicular, one over the other.'
(The American Builder's Companion, 1806,p.101)
The cornice with wood pendant moulding and
H-fret frieze begins directly above the se-
cond {loor windows at the 920% brick course
and continues until the 97th course, where-
upon the slate roof begins.

b, South elevation: The south elevation has
three symmetrical bays and presents the gable
form of the roof. Like the western facade
it was done in Flemish bond. A half-circle
window dominates the gable, In the gable
one can also see the ghost-line of what once
nmust have been a pediment. The cellar, and
first and second story windows are placed
perpendicularly in the facadc.

C. East elevation: The east elevation, of
four and five course American bond, is the
most altered of the facades, The original
openings imitated the openings of the west
elevation. The southern-most windows of
the second floor have been bricked in and
the doors below them, which were once gpen-—
ings to the exterior, now open into the
addition which extends off of the east
elevation. The northern bay containsg the
exterior cellar entrance.

d. North elevation: The slightly off-center
stepped chimnmey dominates the north eleva-
ticn, which like the east elevation is of
four and five course American bond, A
single window is on either side of the
chimney on the cellar, first floor, and
attic levels; this arrangement repeats the
tripartite organization of the southern
facade.

Structural systems: The walls are load-bearing
walls, which accounts for the regularity of the
plan throuchout the structure.

Porches: The entrance was added in 1970 and was
desioned by Clay Lancaster, a Loulsville, Ken- _
tucky architect, to best approximate what most
probably would have existed,

Chimney: The single chimney which serves all
three fireplaces extends 1'-11" north of the
northérn facade and 2' above the ridge of the
roof. Tt is of four and five cqﬁrse Amerigan :
bond and stepped between the 94" and 1020 |
courses. According the Calder Loth, these
characteristics, ("a straight sided breast and
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only one set of stepped weatherines.'"), deter-
mine that the chimney is of the early to mid-
nineteenth century {("Notes ofy the Evolution of
Virginia Brickwork', 1974, p. 104).

Openings
2. Doorways and doors: There are two exterior
doorways: the front entrance and the cellar

entrance. The front door is a six-paneled
Federal style door with a three-light tran-
som above. The doorway measures 3'-6" X
g1_.3", and feollows the proportions rec-
comrendecd by Asher Benjamin for an interior
door (1805 ed., p. 72, pl. 38). The door
is trimmed with a six inch wide architrave
moulding. The cellar door is a board door
with rlain trim and iron strap hinges. It
measures 218" X 41,

b. Vindows: The cellar wincow openings are
3t-5" X 2', The windows are divided into
three equal vertical panes and protected
on the exXterior by four horizontally set
diagonal wooden bars., The windows are
surrcunded by architrave moulding. The
first and second floor window cpenings are
typicalliy 3'-9" wide and the double-hung
sash windows are bordered with architrave
trim moulding. The first floor windows
are nine-—-gver-nine light and have a jack
arch above them. The second floor windows
are six-over-nine light and only on the
gouth facade do they have a row-lock course
and jack arch above them. The attic has
two slightly off-center windows facing ndrth.
They are six-over-six double-hung sash and
surrounded by architrave moulding and have
a row-lock course above. The half-circle
window facing south is typical of the area
and the period. 1t is now divided into four
main seconents, though eariier photograpns
show it divided into only two segments.

It is encircled by a simple architrave
moulding and semi-circular row of headers.

Roof: The roof is of slate and simple gable
shape. An elaborate cornice with wood pendant
moulding runs along the east and west facades
where the rcof meets the brick structure.

The gable form is defined with a plain board
trim on the south and north facades.

11
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1. Cellar:
a2 . Roon descriptions: The cellar was pro-

bably the lkiltehen originally. Therc are

two rooms which reflect the hall-parlor

prlan of the main and second floors The
floors, originally of dirt, have been
covered with soapstonc. Plain wooden
baseboards linc the painted plaster walls.
The original pit-sawn beams are expesed in
the cieling: they are approximately three
inches wide and are placed twelve to sixteen
incles apart running east to west.

Openings: The cellar windows begin just
above grade or about 5'-6" from the floor.
The window openings are 3'-5" X 2' and the
sill extends back fifteen lnches. The
windows are divided intc three vertical
panes and the original horizontal window
grates are still there. The window openings
are surroundced by a plain architrave mould-
ing. The original entrance to the cellar
was from the east and one entered about
five . below grade. The door is a pvlain

board coor with architrave moulding around it.

Detajils: The unpalinted, wood fireplace man-
tel is surprisingly delicate and ornate
when considering the plainer, more utili-
tarian atmospherc of the cellar. The man-
tel is 4'-11" high and 6'-2¥X" wide. The
stepped shell descends to a repetitive
bullet-shaped frieze desicon by way of a
series of cavetto, beaded, and cyma recta
mouldings. The 4'=8" X 3'-7" opening is
surrounded in brick and a single reeded
pilaster on either side. This mantel in
Mills ilouse (as are the parlor and becl-
chamber mantels) is an exact replica of the
original vhich is in Dr. Edward's house in
Gordonsville. The Vebers have pictures and
architectural drawings (by Clay Lancaster)
of the original mantel.

2. First Fleoor:

Q.

Room descriptions: The first floor, like
the cellar, has two rooms; the entrance hall
and the parlor. The parlor is approxi- .
mately square, (19'-7" X 20'-7"), and the
hall is rectangular (12'-1" X 20'-=7'"). o
The detailing of the rooms is similar. ‘
The oak floor boards are generally threé to
5ix inches wide and fourteen to eighteen
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inches long. In the parlor they are laid
from north to south and in the hall they
are laid from east to west. Eoth rooms
have paneled winscoting which extends
2'-4" to the sill of the windows. The
walls are covered in plaster and painted
an anticque white. Gertrude Weber noted
that the original color of the wainscot was
an eggplant color, common to the early nine-
teenth century.

Openings: The parlor and hall window
openings are typically 379" X 7101,

The nine-over-nine double-hung sash win-
dows have many of the original blown

glass panes. The splayed sills extend

back fifteen inches to the window with sym-
metrical boxed wooden panels. The central
window of the osuth facade is slightly dif-
ferent in that the paneling does not have

a central square block as do the others.
The window openings are surrounded by
symmetrically moulded trim with corner
blocks. The entrance door is a six-paneled
Federal style door with a Greek Revival
transom. The opening is surrounded with
symmetrically moulded trim with corner
blocks, The doors on the eastern facade,
wiich now enter the addition are identical
to the entrance door. The door between the
hall and parlor is also six-paneled, but
without the transom light. It is likewise
trimmed in symmetrical moulding with cor-
ner blocks. Thoush these doors are not
original, they arc replicas of the ori-
ginals which featured feather-edged pancl
boards which f£it into stiles: the joint

of the panel and stile was covered with a
simple rounded moulding. According to

Eric Sloane, these construction character-
istics are of the eighteenth century (Reve-
rence for Wood, p. 79).

Details: The parlor fireplace mantel is 5!
high and the shelf is 7' wide. The elaborate
woodwork features a thumbnail and beaded

cornice and a rounded dentil frieze. The

center block is a graduallyv recessed rec-
tangular panel, balanced on either side
with a small arch-shaped niche. The 2'-7"X
3t.2" opening is surrounded with slate
panels, a wooden architrave trim, and a
pair of reeded colonettes.

- The open-well openstring staircase with

winders dominates the hall thkrough all
three stories with its delicacy and finesse.

13
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Each tread is decorated with an orna-~
mental carved bracket and acorn pendants
hang down from the turned Federal newel
rosts on all inner corners of the stair-
case. The newel nosts are mirrored on the
walls with flat reeded pilasters. Two
rectangular balusters per tread help the
posts and pilasters support az ramped rail
on either side of the gtair. At the level
of the attic floor, the carved brackets
cirecle around the stairwell in a complete
band. Typical of Jeffersonian architecture
the stairway passes diagonally across win-
dow openings.

3. Second Floor:

a .

bh.

Room descriptions: The dimensions of the
Tirst floor are repeated in the second
floeor. The sguare northern room serves as

a bed-chamber, while the hall is divided
into a stair landing and a bathroom, which
opens out into the bed-chamber. Originally
there had been a wall along the stair banis-
ter, which enclosed a second smaller bed-
chamber. The present owners moved that wall
five Teet eastward in creating the bathroom.
The flooring is ocak board similar in dimen-
sion to that on the first floor and is

laid out from north to scouth. (The bath-
room has a marble floor). The second floor
rooms are detailed with a simple wooden
baseboard and a chairrail at the height of
the window-sill., The walls are plastered
and painted.

Openings: The second floor window openings
are tyvpically 3'-9" X A'-3" and the sill
extends back ten inches. As on the first
floor, the window openings are splayed and
detailed with symmetrical wooden panels and
symmetrical moulding with corner blocks.
These windows are shorter as they are six-
over-nine light double-hung sash windows.
The door between the bed-chamber and the
stair landing is a six-panel Federal door
similar to those on the first floor and _
the interior door described by Asher. Ben-
Jamin (1806 ed., p. 72, pl. 38), Unlike
the first floor openings, this door is
surrounded with a simple asymmetrical
architrave moulding similar to the chair-
hailt :

Details: The bed-chamber fireplace is an

exquisite example of the period. The Man- - f?f'”
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tel is 4'=11" high and the stepped shelf
is 6'-11" wide. The shelf mouldings are

similar to the parler mantel, yvet the
dentils are left scuare rather than rounded.
A raised sunburst carving dominates the
center block and it is balanced with two
end blocks each with three miniature

arched niches. The 3' X 2'-6" opening

is surrcunded with slate pancls, an archi-
trave trim and a palr of pilasters with
reeding in three sections.

Attic:

a. Room description: The attic originally was
unfinished, yet is now divided into a small
bathroom to the south, closets between, and
a library/guestiroom to the north. The
rooms how have oalk {looring like the lower
floors and are detailed with & six inch
wooden baseboard. The ceiling has also
bcen finished so that the rafters and
structure are unexposed.

I>. Openings: The attic has three windows: a
half-circle window facing south and two
small rectangular six-over-six Federal sash
windows facing north. They are all surrounded
by simple architrave moulding and the half-
circle window is placed within a rectangu-
lar wooden frame panel. The two northern
vindow openings begin ten inches from the
Floor and reach to the slanted ceiling on
the east and west, Because the chimney,
which they borcder, is slightly off-center,
theyv too are off-center; this can be seen
in the moulding which must be cut short at
the top right corner of the eastern window.
The present doorways are low and surrounded
with simple architrave moulding.

Hardware: None of the original hardware is in
use, though the hardware used is of the correct
time period. Gertrude Weber does have the
original locks and kevs, which are English and
made of bell metal. The lock is identifiable
by the impression of the maker which includes:
J. Carpenter's Patent, J. Tildesley IL.iscensee,
and the royal seal.

Siter The house is sited advantageously on top
of a knoll o¥verlooling Albemarle pastureland.

The entrance faces west toward the Bluc Ridge
Mountains, though the southern facade is
equally as dominant. The house is positioned
along the cardinal directions of the compass.
Presently trees buffer the northern and eastern
facades, though the original planting is unknown.

15
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